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of Christians repudiated Paul. But concessions are
usually made by the strong. In reality, each day
as it came gave the -victory to Paul. Every Gentile
that was converted weighed down the balance on his
side. Except in Syria, the Jewish Christians were, as
it were, drowned in the flood of new converts. The
Pauline churches prospered: they had a good sense,
a solidity of mind, pecuniary resources, which the
others had not. The Ebionite churches, on the con-
trary, grew poorer from clay to day. The money of
the Pauline churches was applied to keep alive the
boastful poor, who, though unable to earn their own
livelihood, possessed the living tradition of the pri-
mitive spirit. Whatever there was among them of
lofty piety, of severe morals, the Christian commu-
nities of heathen origin admired, imitated, maclo
their own. Before long it came to this, that so far
as the most eminent personages of the Church of
Eome were concerned, no distinction could be made.
The mild and conciliatory spirit which had once
been represented by Clement of Eome and St. Luke,
prevailed. The treaty of peace was sealed. It was
agreed, in conformity with the system of the author